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A LOCAL PROOF OF PETRI'S CONJECTURE AT
THE GENERAL CURVE

HERB CLEMENS

Abstract

A proof of Petri’s general conjecture on the unobstructedness of linear sys-
tems on a general curve is given, using only the local properties of the
deformation space of the pair (curve, line bundle).

1. Introduction

Let Ly denote a holomorphic line bundle of degree d over a compact
Riemann surface Cy. The Petri conjecture stated that, if Cy is a curve
of general moduli, the mapping

pio : H® (Lo) ® H® (wey ® L) — H® (wey)

isinjective. Later, this assertion was given a more modern interpretation
making it a central question in the study of curves and their linear
series—what is now called Brill-Noether theory.

To recap the modern formulation we proceed as in [1]. Let Céd)

denote the d-th symmetric product of Cy and let A C Céd) x Cp denote
the tautological divisor. Let

P =P (H" (L)) .

For the projection
Dy C’éd) x Co — C’éd)
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140 HERB CLEMENS

and exact sequence

0—0 %Océd)xco (A) — OC’éd)xC’O (A)‘ — 0,

i <y N

one has that
TCéd) = Dy (OCéd)xCo (A)‘A) .

Applying the derived functor Rp, o Oprxc, to the above exact sequence
as in (2.6) of [1], one obtains an exact sequence

0= Ny, o) = Opr ® H' (Ocy)) = Opr (1) @ H' (Lo) — 0,
0

where N4\ p denotes the normal bundle of A in B. So the dual of the
kernel of 1y above is exactly
[P’T) '

Via the standard short exact sequence of normal bundles, Petri’s
conjecture becomes the assertion

H! (N[PT\C’éd)) =0,

that is, the deformation theory of linear series is unobstructed at a curve
of general moduli.

There are several proofs of Petri’s conjecture, proofs via degenera-
tion by Gieseker [7] and Eisenbud-Harris [6] and a proof via specializa-
tion to the locus of curves on a general K3-surface due to Lazarsfeld
[11] (see also [12]). However the only proof based on properties of the
infinitesimal deformation of the general curve, as opposed to some spe-
cialization of it, is a proof for r < 2 by Arbarello and Cornalba in [1].
In conversations concerning his joint work with Cornalba, Arbarello ex-
plained to the author the viewpoint of [2] that there should exist a
generalization to higher order of the following result (which appears
both in [2] and [1]):

Let

1
H' (N g0

Dp (Lo)

denote the sheaf of holomorphic differential operators of order < n on
sections of the line bundle Ly. (If

Ly = O¢,
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we denote this sheaf simply as ©,,.) The first-order deformations the
pair (Lg, Cp) are in natural one-to-one correspondence with the elements

¢ € H' (D1 (Lo))

in such a way that a section sy of Ly deforms to first order with the
deformation v if and only if the element

W (s0) € H' (Lo)

is zero.

Furthermore he pointed out that an appropriate higher-order gen-
eralization of this fact and a simple Wronskian argument would imme-
diately yield a “local” proof of Petri’s general conjecture at the general
curve (see §4 below). The purpose of this paper is to carry out that
generalization.

The general idea of the proof is to use the Kuranishi theory of (curvi-
linear) C°-trivializations of deformations of complex manifolds as it
applies to the total space the dual line bundle Lj. Roughly speaking,
if we denote the ¢-disk as A and are given a C°°-trivialization

F,=(o,m): M — My x A

of a deformation M /A of a complex manifold My, Kuranishi associated
to this situation a power series

E=Et+ &2+ ...,

where each ¢; is a (0, 1)-form with coefficients in (a subsheaf of) the tan-
gent bundle of My. F, is not allowed to be an arbitrary C'*°-isomorphism
over A. The relevant restriction is that trajectory of each point on My
must be holomorphic, that is,

o Yzy) C M

must be a holomorphic disk for each xy € My. This is of course just
a restriction on the choice of trivialization; it implies no restriction
on the deformation M/A. For such a trivialization, the holomorphic
functions f on M have a very nice form; namely we can write power-
series expansions

fOFU_IZf()—l-flt—l-fth—l-...
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such that the holomorphicity condition
omf=0
becomes just

(Oro — &) (fo+ fit + fot®+...) =0.

Although later on we will actually need to consider a slightly more
general case in the body of this paper, it is perhaps helpful as an intro-
duction to give the line of reasoning of the paper in the case in which
My happens to be the total space of a holomorphic line bundle

qO:L(\)/—>C()

over a compact Riemann surface Cjy. One easily sees that the defor-
mation is a deformation of holomorphic line bundles if and only if the
Kuranishi data &¢” are invariant under the action of the C*-action on
LY. In fact, if x denotes the (1,0) Euler vector field on L associated
with the natural C*-action on the line bundle, this is just the condition

[x.&]1=0

for all 7, that is, that the ij can be written everywhere locally in the
form

(1) g (@) - x+q5 (B) -7

where a and 3 are (0, 1)-forms on Cy and 77, is a lifting of a (1, 0)-vector-
field 7¢ on Cj such that

[X, T L] =0.
(The “associated” or “compatible” Kuranishi data for the deformation

of Cp is just given by fjc = [ - 7¢.) Sections s of L are just functions f
on Ly for which

Ly (f) =1,

where L, denotes Lie differentiation with respect to the vector field x.
Suppose now we have a line-bundle deformation (L/A,C/A) of
(Lo, Cp) with compatible trivializations

o : C— (),
A LY = Ly,
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and a section s of L whose zeros are given by
o~ (zeros (sp)) .

Rescaling A in the fiber direction we arrive at a trivialization of the
deformation LY of L§ for which s is constant, that is,

§ =S890 A\.

We call such compatible trivializations of Cy and Lj “adapted” to the
section s.

Of course we have twisted the almost complex structure on Cp and
Ly to achieve this trivialization. To keep track of this twisting, we
consider only “Schiffer-type” deformations C' of Cy, for which the twist
in almost complex structure is given almost everywhere by a gauge
transformation, that is, by a power series

B=pit+Bot’+...,

where the f3; are C*-vector-fields of type (1,0) on Cy — {p} and mero-
morphic in a small analytic neighborhood of p. Then we take

B.1_1 _

e

¢ = B (9c,8)

(see [5]) and get a compatible trivialization of LY /A by lifting the §; to
vector fields 8 on Ly with

] =0

with the same meromorphic property near g, ! (p). Holomorphicity of a
section s becomes the condition

(B (27 (1)) =0
on the power series

f=fo+ fit + fot®> + ...

representing s as a function on L{ x A. That is, the condition is simply
that the pull-back of f via the gauge transformation is a power series
whose coeflicients are meromorphic sections of L.
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If we have a holomorphic section s of L whose restriction to sp has
simple zeros Dy, and if 8 is zero in a small analytic neighborhood of

D = zero(s) C C
then there is a C°°-automorphism
D:CyxA—Cyx A
defined over A such that:

1. @ is holomorphic in a small analytic neighborhood of D U {p}.

2.
@ ({zo} x A)

is a holomorphic disk for each zgy € Cy.

$o F, (D) =Dy x A.

The rough (imprecise) idea is that trivialization ® o Fj; can also be
considered to be of Schiffer type for some vector field

’y:'ylt—l—fyth—i—....

v lifts to a vector field ¥ associated to a Schiffer-type trivialization of
the deformation LY /A of Ly which is adapted to the section s. Since
by construction s corresponds to the “constant” power series

fotr0-t+0-t24...,
we have the equation

(Bry (= () =0,
that is,
(2) Bry.e" 7] (fo) =0,

It is in this way that we produce elements of H! (D, (Lo)) for all
n > 0 which must annihilate sections sg of Ly which extend to sections
of L. (The difficulty is of course that the elements of H! (D, 1 (L))
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depend on the choice of sg. To remedy this we will eventually have to
replace the deformation C'/A of Cy with the deformation

B/A = P (H" (1/A))
of P (H?(Ly)) and replace L with O (1).)
As one of the simplest concrete examples, let

B C
7+ 7Z/-1

with linear holomorphic coordinate z on C. For a C'°°-function p sup-
ported on {z : |z| < 1/8} and identically 1 on {z: |z| < 1/16}, let

Co

_r 9
/61 - P az7
Bj = 0, 5>1.

This is a non-trivial deformation since, to first order it is given by the
generator

_ )
e, (g : $> € H' (Te,).

For Ly we can take the line bundle of degree 2 given by the divisor

{12 22277)

with corresponding section sg. Let s be some extension of the section
sp. For a trivialization

F,:C = Cyx A

associated to the above Kuranishi data, the zero set D = D' + D" of
the section s is given by two power series

14++v-1
:T+a1t+...,

343y 1
=Y

z = a(t)
z = b(t) +bit+...,

since the deformation of (almost) complex structure is zero near Dy. So
near D' we recursively solve for

O (2,t) = (a' (z,1) ,t)
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such that

and similarly near D" for

P (z,t) = (b (2,t) ,t)

such that
3+3v-1
V(b (1), 1) = %
Near {0} x A we take
®(z,) = (2,1)

and then extend @ to a family of diffeomorphism on all of Cy by a C*
patching argument. For the new trivialization

doF,:C - CyxA

the divisor D giving the line bundle L is “constant” so that the pull-back
of sg via the product structure gives rise to a compatible trivialization
of L.

The Petri proof will follow from doing this process (for a line-bundle
deformation of Ly for which all sections extend) for every Schiffer-type
variation of a generic curve Cy. We show that the set of equations (2)
we obtain implies that the higher p-maps

o () (1)

are all zero. As Arbarello-Cornalba-Griffiths-Harris showed twenty years
ago, this implies Petri’s conjecture.

We shall use Dolbeault cohomology throughout this paper. In par-
ticular, the sheaf ©,, (Lo) has both a left and a right O¢,-module struc-
ture and we define

A% (D, (Ly)) := AZ @0, Dn (Lo)

where A% is the sheaf of C*°-(0,)-forms. Also the context will hope-
fully eliminate any confusion between two standard notation used in this
paper, namely the notation L and Lg for line bundles and the notation

k
L?=L;o...0L;
N—————
k—times
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where L, denotes Lie differentiation with respect to a vector field 7.
The author wishes to thank E. Arbarello, M. Cornalba, P. Griffiths,
and J. Harris for the original concept and general framework of this
paper, and E. Arbarello and M. Cornalba in particular for many helpful
conversations without which this work could not have been completed.
Also he wishes to thank the referee and R. Miranda for ferreting out
an elusive mistake in a previous version of this paper, E. Casini and
C. Hacon for help with the rewrite (especially for pointing me toward
Lemma 2.6), and the Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa, Italia, for its
hospitality and support during part of the period of this research.

2. Deformations of manifolds and differential operators

2.1 Review of formal Kuranishi theory

We begin with a brief review of the Newlander-Nirenberg-Kuranishi
theory of deformations of complex structures (see [10], [9], IL.1 of [8], or
[4]). Let

(3) M- A={teC:|t| <1}

be a deformation of a complex manifold My of dimension m. Since we
are doing formal deformation theory, all calculations will actually take
place over the formal neighborhood of 0 in A. However, convergence
will not be an issue in anything that we do since we will always be
working from a situation in which we are given a geometric deformation
and deriving consequences in the category of formal deformations.

Definition 2.1. A C'*°-diffeomorphism
F,=(o,m): M — My x A
will be called a trivialization of the deformation M /A if
0|y, = identity

and
o~ (o)
is an analytic disk for each zg € M.

The next four lemmas are standard from formal Kuranishi theory:
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Lemma 2.1. Let
T]’\‘/IO
denote the complezification of the real cotangent bundle of My. Given
any trivialization Fy, the holomophic cotangent bundle of My under the

C*-isomorphisms
M; = M,

induced by F, corresponds to a subbundle
T C T}

If

1,0 0,1 . 1,0 0,1
A Ty = Ty @ Ty
are the two projections, the retriction
1,0 . 1,0 1,0
(AR TM0
s an tsomorphism for small t so that the composition

1,0\~
10 (7°) 1,0 =L 01
TMO — T —>TMO,

gives a C'°-mapping
1,0 0,1
E(t): TM0 — TM0
which determines the deformation of (almost) complex structure.

Thus, at least formally, we can write

(=3, 6

with each &; € A(])\;}O (T10), that is, each & is a (0, 1)-form with coeffi-
cients in the holomorphic tangent bundle T} o of Mj.

Lemma 2.2. FEwvery relative complez-valued C'° -differential form
w on M/A of type (0,q) corresponds on a (formal) neighborhood of My

to a form
* oo =7
704 ((F;l) (w)) = ZM:O w; 't

M()XA

on

and so, working modulo t, gives a holomorphic family

e i
Wy 1= E - wiot.
=0
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of C®°-forms. This correspondence is a formal isomorphism

AN
Oa
( )3 : {f} - AM% ® C[[t].
If we have two different trivializations o and o', we have a formal iso-
morphism

-1
Gl =()go ()
Lemma 2.3. For any C*®-function f on M write

fob =300 St
and define as above
fo= Z:‘:o fiot'.
Further define
Dy (f0) 1= (0w = 32 96) (£)
=3 it =D & (fig) B,

i=0,j=1
Then
()g°0m =Dgo()g,
and
Dy=G 0Dyo0GY, .
Also

fo o Fy
is holomorphic on M if and only if

D, (f,) =0.

We next ask which sequences &; € A% (T} ) come from a trivial-
ization of a deformation (3). Before answering this question, we need
to make precise the various actions of an element ¢ € A% (T} ) on
> AP (My). For any & we write the action via contraction as

€1,
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and “Lie differentiation” as

Le:=(&|)od+ (-1)"do(¢]).

The sign is so chosen that, writing any element of A% (T} o) locally as
a sum of terms

§=n®x
for some closed (0, k)-form 77 and x € A% (T} ). Then
Le =7 ® Ly.
(Warning: Since, as an operator on A% (My), Lse = fLg¢, one has
[0, Le] = Ly, : A% (My) — AT (M)
however the identity does not hold as an operator on AP (M) for

p>0.)
Also we compute

LeLg— (—1)deemdee 11,0
_ _ dee fi-dee i’/ — _
= ® Ly) (7' ® Ly) — (=1)"CTET (7' @ L) (7 ® Ly)
=n7 (LXLX, — Lx’Lx)
:ﬁﬁ,L[X,X'} .
So, using this local presentation for

¢ e A% (Thyp), & € A% (Tyy),

we can define
1&,¢] =77 [x.X'] € A% F (T ).
Lemma 2.4. The almost complex structures given on a coordinate
neighborhood Wy in My by the the (0, 1)-tangent distributions

0 S ;, 0
( & Zi:l Zz it aul%)

k
avWO

are integrable, that is, come from a deformation/trivialization of My as
in Definition (2.1), if and only if, for

)
e=>" Zkldeo A iyt

)
ovl Vive

we have

o =5 [6.6].
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Proposition 2.5. Two trivializations F, and Fy of the same de-
formation (3) are related by a holomorphic automorphism ¢ of M/A,
that is, there is a commutative diagram

M X M
lo Lo,
My = My
if and only if ) )
D, = D,.

Proof. One implication is immediate from the definitions of D, and
D,. For the other, the equality

§o = &0
implies that the differential of the C'"*°-automorphism
¢:=(o,m) to(o,m): M - M

preserves the (1,0)-subspace of the (complexified) tangent space and
therefore ¢ is holomorphic. q.e.d.

2.2 Gauge transformations

We begin now with a deformation
M/A

of My and let

(o5m)

Foo M2 My x A

be a trivialization with associated Kuranishi data

{o-

Suppose that we have a one-real-parameter group of diffeomorphisms
@s:M()XA—)M()XA

defined over A such that

F,i=®,0F, : M % My x A
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is a trivialization for each (sufficiently small) s and, for each zy € My,

D (012

is a real-analytic family of complex-analytic embeddings of A in My x A.
Then, as for example in §2 of [4], there is then associated a vector field

B+P
where
b= Zj>o Bt
and each f; is a C*-vector field of type (1,0) on My, such that, for
g=got+agit+...,
on My x A we have
(4) go Py = eles+7 (g).

We let
FﬁZ:Flz(I)lOFg:M—)MUXA.

Then by (4) we have for any C*°-function g on M that

(5) 95 =" (g5) -

If &£, denotes the Kuranishi data for the trivialization F, then by
direct computation

s =

(See for example Lemma 2.10 of [4].) On the other hand, if we define

el —1

(6) TR ([2.8])
and the action
(7) &= (6) =P 1(€) + g,

one also has by direct computation that

agsﬁ M
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(See for example §3 of [4]. Compare with §3 of [5].) The conclusion is
that .3 is the Kuranishi data for the trivialization F§ for all s and so,
in particular

3

is the Kuranishi data for the trivialization Fy = Fjp.

So the group of vector fields £ acts on the Kuranishi data associated
to the deformation M/A. This action corresponds to the change of the
given trivialization by a C'*°-automorphism

(8) @g:MgXA—)MgXA

defined over A.

Lemma 2.6. i)
(") (9 —-¢) (e7"7) =0 - ¢s.
ii) Given a function

fa= Zl fat"

on My x A, the function
f,B [¢] Fﬁ

18 holomorphic on M if and only if
(0-¢) (e7" (fp)) = 0.

Proof. i) This assertion is implicit in (5) but, as a check, we will do
it by direct comptation.

(eLB) (0-¢) (e_Lﬂ) =0+ [eLﬁ,g] (e_Lﬂ) —elf] €).
If we can show the identity
(9) [0, eLﬁ] =¢goels,
the lemma will follow from Lemma 2.3 since, by definition,
&g =" 1(6) + 5.

To see (9) we prove by induction that

e =5, (") sy s

1

153
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Inductively
(0.7 ] =[0.8] - 8" + B [0, "]
—[0.4] -ﬁ”+ﬁ< ( 0 ) 8, 1" [3.6]

+...+<nf1 ) 9, 8] .5n1>

(5 ) (@ 0" @61+ 6. 07 .61 5)

n - )
n — _

(")) W @6+ s 7)

Now use the identity
() G-
+ = .
T r—1 T
Thus

[5’(2200{2')] S, (Z) 8, )" [9.8] B
e 0 ) P S

:fﬁ o (Zizo F) R

ii)
[5, els o e_LB]

[5, eLB] oe l8 4 elso [5, e_LB]
—Lg

sp+efog goe
so that

e o (cp—&oeT = — (g + (e 0foe ).
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Suppose now that we have two trivializations

F, : M— MyxA,
Fy M — My x A

of a given deformation
M/A.
Then
FyoF;!

is a C*°-diffeomorphism of My x A and so can be realized as the value at
s = 1 of a one-parameter group of diffeomorphisms which restrict to an
analytic family of analytic embbeddings of {zy} x A for each zy € M.
Thus referring to the notation of Lemma 2.3 above we have that there
is a C*-vector field k of type (1,0) such that

L
o = €77" (ga’)
(10) D, =elx oDy oelr.

2.3 Schiffer-type deformations

We now consider a special class of deformations of My, those for which
the change of complex structure can be localized at a union Ay of
codimension-one subvarieties on My. We let

(11) pe Ay (Th?) @[]

be a vector field which is

i) meromorphic in an analytic neighborhood (Uy x A) of the set
(A[) X A) on (MU X A),

11) C™ on (M() — Ao) x A.
Using Lemma 2.6 for the case in which we first take

(12) F,: ((M() — A()) X A) — ((M() — A()) X A)
in 2.2 as the identity map, we define a deformation Mgz/A of My by the
integrable Kuranishi data

(13) £ = <.

Notice that £g = 0 in a neighborhood of Ay x A so {3 corresponds to a
trivialization (

oo My )
8- 5—>M0><A
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with

Fg : (05)_1 (U()) - Uy x A
an analytic isomorphism. Denote
(14) Dg = Egﬁ =0 — .

We call Ay the center of the Schiffer-type deformation.
Let
Ag = (05) " (Ao) C Mj.

From 2.2, Lemma 2.6 and the above we conclude:
Lemma 2.7.
fpoFp
is analytic on Mg if and only if
EMO (efLﬁ (fg)) =0.

In fact, for any divisor By supported on Ay, By has a unique exten-
sion to a divisor

Bg
on Mg which is supported on Ag. We denote by

Cg,

the vector space of functions fy which are C* on (My — Ag) and mero-
morphic on Uy and for which

By + div (fg)

is effective on Uy. Then:

Lemma 2.8. i) A meromorphic function f on Mg with
Bg + div (f)
effective is a formal sum
00 .
fp=foy =) Joit

such that each fg; € Cp, and

(5 - Z:; &”tj) (ZZO fﬁ:iti) =0.
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i) The meromorphic functions on Mg with
Bg + div (f)
effective are given by the kernel of the mapping

OMO (OO . AU)

e’ H? (O, (00 - Ag)) ® C[[t]] — H° ( Owm, (Bo)

) ® C[[t]] -
iii) If
1: AU — My
is the inclusion map and R denote the image of the map

(i O, (Bo) @ ¢C[[H]) *25" (H' (Ousy (Bo)) @ CIH])

then fo € H® (O, (Bo)) extends to a global section of O, (Bg) if and
only if B
[6, e_Lﬂ] (f()) € R.

Proof. i) The assertion is immediate from Lemma 2.3.
ii) Again by Lemma 2.6i) occurs exactly when f3 lies in

@ €[l nimage (17 ©Ou, (oo - Av) & Il < Oty @ I

iii) follows from Lemma 2.7 and the cohomology exact sequence
associated to the short exact sequence
@ My (OO . AO)

B - A
0— OMO ( 0) — OMO (OO 0) — OMO (BU)

2.4 Gauge transformation on Schiffer-type trivializations

Next suppose we wish to change our trivialization

(o3.m)

Fg: Mg 25" My x A

by an allowable C'*°-automorphism
F
My -5 Myx A
— 1®
My % MyxA

defined over A. That is
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1. such that ® preserves Ay X A as a set
2. is holomorphic on Uy x A.

3. @ restricts to an analytic embedding of each disk {zp} x A.

To calculate the Kuranishi data for G, we proceed as in 2.2. We can
assume that ® = & for a family ®, as in 2.2. We can further assume
that @] Uoxa 18 a real analytic family of complex analytic maps. Let
Kk = Z;’il Kt/ denote the C> -vector field of type (1,0) such that the
family @, is associated to

s(k+FR).

Then by (10) for F,, = Fg and F,; = G we have

95 = € (97)
Dy =elso Dgo el—x.

Computing, using (7) and (9),

eL" 055 o eL*"‘ = eL"‘ o (5 — gﬁ) o eL*"‘
= elro (5 — [5, eLﬁ] o eL—B) oel—r

= elxo (eLB 0do eL—ﬂ) oel=,
Thus we conclude that g, is holomorphic if and only if
Ity (P2 0" (g1)) = 0.
Lemma 2.9. For a power series
9= ZZO git'
on My x A, go G is holomorphic on Mg if and only if

B (e 0 b= (g)) = 0.
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3. Deformations of line bundles and differential operators

3.1 The py-maps

Let Xy be a complex manifold and let Ly be a holomorphic line bundle
on X;. Let
D (Lo) ,Dn (Lo)

denote the sheaf of (holomorphic) differential operators, respectively
the sheaf of differential operators of order < m, on (sections of) the line
bundle Ly. Whenever

H? (D (Lo)) =0

we have a natural exact sequence
H' (9, (L)) = H' (D1 (Lo)) — H' (8" Tx,) — 0,

where the second last map is induced by the symbol map on differential
operators. So there exists natural mappings

(15) i" s H' (D, (Lo)) — Hom (H® (Lo) , H' (Lo))
and
(16) un+1 . Hl (Sn+1TXO) N Hom (HO (LO) aHl (LO)) )

image ("

(In the next chapter we will establish Petri’s conjecture on generic curve
Cy by establishing that the mappings (16) are zero for n > 0 and Xy =
Cy.)

Suppose now that we are given a deformation
(17) L5 x5 A

of the pair (Lg, X(). We consider C*°-sections of L as C*°-functions on
the dual line bundle LY. These functions f are characterized by the
properties

x(f) =1,
(18) X () =0,

where x is the (holomorphic) Euler vector-field associated with the C*-
action on LY.
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3.2 Trivializations of deformations of line bundles

We next claim that, given a trivialization o of the deformation X/A
and given a line bundle L/X we can make compatible trivializations

v PR v A

Ly 1 (go,%d.)
(19) X Ff,:_(or),w) Xo x A

i l

A = A

of the deformation LY /X of Ly /Xy as in Lemma 2.1 but with the addi-
tional property that each fiber of the trivialization respects the structure
of holomorphic line bundles, that is, if we denote by 7 = 7,, the lifting of
% induced by the trivialization of X /A, then 7 = 7 for the deformation
LY of Ly is obtained as a lifting of 7, such that

(20) [72,x] = 0.

To see that this is always possible, let {/W} be a covering of X by
coordinate disks and {Wj} the restriction of this covering to X,. We
construct a C* partition-of-unity {pw,} subordinate to the induced
covering of Xp. Recall that L is given with respect to the trivialization
o by holomorphic local patching data

gvv' (z) = ZQZ-WW' (0) t°
= "M o)exp (o ™ (o) )

>0 J
where zy = o (z) and

’ ; gWW’ (III)
ww t =log 2.
Zj>0 a; (IBO) 0og gWOWO ($0)

Notice that, if V, W, and W' are three open sets of the cover which have
non-empty intersection, then, for all 7 > 0,

VW ww! _ VWwW/
a; +aj =a;" .

Define the mapping
L— LO
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over Wy x A by

(21) (z,v) — (:Eg,exp (ZW, pwy (o) <2j>0 a;VW' (zo) tj>> -U) .

This map is well defined since, over V N W we have

gV () = g"W0 (z9) exp (Zj>0 a¥'™ (o) tj) ,

and so
9 (@) e (3, o (a0) (32, ™ (w0) 1))
="V (o) exp (3 ab™ (20) 1)
o (Y, o (o) (X2, ™ () )
S e (5 o) T (0 ) )
=g () exp (3, g (20) 30l (w0} ).

Referring to Lemma 2.3 our deformation/trivialization (19) is given
by

0,1

eA (TLg>
for which

(22) foj = foj =0.

We call a trivialization satisfying (19)-(22) a trivialization of line
bundles. We say that the trivializations A of LY/A and o of X/A
are compatible if they make the diagram (19) commutative. By an
elementary computation in local coordinates, sections

0,1
&L eA Ly & TLov
associated to a trivialization of line bundles lie in a subspace
0,1
comprising the the middle term of an exact sequence

(23) 00— gy’ (A%) @cCx = A—q! (Ag(i ® TX0> -0,
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that is,
(24) A= A% (D1 (Lo)) -
Notice that the first form
¢ € AR (D1 (Lo))

must be O-closed by the integrability conditions in Lemma 2.4. Its
cohomology class in
H' (91 (Lo))

is the first-order deformation of the pair (X, Lo) given by (17) (see [1]).
Its symbol is just the element of H' (Tx,) giving the Kodaira-Spencer
class for the compatible first-order deformation of the manifold Xj.

Lemma 3.1. i) If Xy is a Riemann surface Cy, the space of all (for-
mal) deformation/trivializations of the pair (curve, line bundle) taken
modulo holomorphic isomorphisms over A, is naturally the space of
power series in t with coefficients &; € A%; (D1 (Ly)) -

i1) In general, a (formal) holomorphic section of L is a power series

s = ZZ tisi

with coefficients s; which are C°-sections of Lo such that

Yoo @) =37 6 (st =0,

i11) Suppose
fen (1)

has divisor D such that
Dy =D X,

1s smooth and reduced. Then there is a trivialization
F,: X - Xy x A

such that
o~ (Dy) = D,

and a unique o-compatible trivialization

Fy:LV =Ly xA
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such that
J=1fooA
where

fU = f|X0 °
We call the trivialization F adapted to the section f.

Proof. i) By (23) and Lemma 2.4 all integrability conditions vanish
automatically.

ii) is immediate from Lemma 2.3.

iii) Let N be a tubular neighborhood of Dy in X. On N use a
partition-of-unity argument as in §5 of [3] to construct a C*° -retraction

v:N — NN D

such that each fiber is an analytic polydisk. Cover N as above by
coordinate disks {W}. For each W = WN X, which meets Dy construct
a holomorphic projection

vt (Wo N D()) — W,
which takes

(WnND)— (WynDy).
Again as in §5 of [3], use a C*°-partition-of-unity argument to “average”
these local projections to obtain a projection

x: N —= NNXg

such that
vox =0

and such that, for each xzy € Dy,

%|U—1(x0)

is holomorphic. s gives a projection o in some neighborhood D such
that
D =o0""(Dy).

Extend by a partition of unity argument to obtain o : X — Xy and the
corresponding trivialization F, = (o, 7).
Now let
Ly = Ox, (Do),
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and suppose D is given by local defining functions. Then, on each slice
U_l (xO) )

o € Dy, the invertible holomorphic functions

ZW
ZW, OO

fit together to give an invertible C'°*°-function on W C N so that
By = WO
2W,
is an invertible C*°-function on Wy x A. If W g N put
hw = 1.
So for patching data

g () = g (o)t
= " (o) exp (3 al™ (wo) )

>0 7
we have
ww! J— ,
Zj>0 aj (2o) t! = log hy' — log hyy .
The o-compatible trivialization F) constructed in (21) is given in this
case by

(z,v) — (:Eg,exp (ZW, pwy (z0) (log Ay — log hW)> . U) .

So, under this trivialization, zy corresponds to the section of Ly x A
given over (zo,t) € Wy x A by (v,t) where

:z& ( , 1 h ,>‘ Ffl
v ZwoFofleXp ZW/pWO(xO)(Og W) (Zwo o )

= exp (ZW, Pwy (zo) (log hW’)) FZWo-
Now replace A with
A
exp (S ow; (w0) (log hayr) ) - A
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3.3 Schiffer-type deformations of line bundles

We next wish to consider a very special type of line bundle deformation.
Our aim is to be able to apply Lemmas 2.7-2.8 to a case in which My =
Ly is the total space of a line bundle and the holomorphic functions
under consideration are the holomorphic sections of Lg. Let Xg/A be
a Schiffer-type deformation as in 2.2. That is, referring to (5), suppose
that X3/A is given by Kuranishi data

eLﬁ'—l _

&, =7, ([0.Ls])

for some divisor
AU C Xp.

Let
Ap

denote the extension of Ay to a divisor on Xg.
Let L/ X3 be a deformation of Ly/Xp. By Lemma 2.9 and (21) there
are compatible trivializations

Fg : Xg—)X()XA,
Fy, : LY = L§ xA.

We need that F)\ = FB for some lifting 3 of 3 to a vector field on Ly xA
for which

[B,x] = 0.

Lemma 3.2. i) Suppose that Ly is trivial over a neighborhood of
Ag and that the mapping

induced by the exact sequence
0 — Ox, = Ox, (00 - Ap) —

is surjective. Then there is a lifting

g
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of B to a vector field on Ly x A which is meromorphic above
Ap
and otherwise C* such that F7 is a trivialization of L.
ii) Referring to i), suppose that
L= 0x, (D)
and
(I)OFﬁ(D) :DO X A,
where Dy is the zero-scheme associated to a holomorphic section
fo: LB/ — C.

Suppose further that @ is holomorphic in a neighborhood of Ap x A.
Then there is a lifting ® of ® so that the section

foo & o Fj
s a holomorphic section of L.

Proof. 1) Since L is trivial near Ay, we can lift 5 to a vector field B
commuting with xy and meromorphic near Ay by a patching argument
as in 3.2. Any two liftings differ by a vector field

— AT
ax = eixt’,
where the a; are fuctions on Xy which are meromorphic near Ay and
C®™® elsewhere. Given that modulo ¢"

(25) LY =Ly

we use the surjectivity hypothesis in the statement of the lemma to
choose a, 11 and achieve (25) modulo ¢"**.

ii) The deformation Xz is trivial in a neighborhood of 4y x A, so
we can choose a lifting ®' of ® which is holomorphic near Ay x A and
extend by a partition-of-unity argument. Referring to Lemma 3.1iii),
P o Fj = (o', m) and the adapted trivialization (o, ) are related by

!/
U:eba

for some C'*°-function b on X x A. Now set

O = b,
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3.4 Differential operators and basepoint-free systems

Suppose now that
H (Lo)

is basepoint-free. Let Py = P (H® (Lg)) and let

[ ZB- IPUXXU%IPU,
p IPUXXU%XU

be the two projections. Let
Lo (1) = v*Op, (1) ® p* Lo.
Then by the Leray spectral sequence there are natural isomorphisms

pelo (1) = Ly ® H® (L),

(26) 1% (Eo (1)) = B (L) @ H° (L)

There is a tautological section

@) JoeH (Lo (1) = H' (L) @ H' (Lo)" = End (H" (L))

given by the identity map on H (Ly). Furthermore

(28) P (f 0)

is given by the tautological homomorphism
H® (L) ® Ox, — L.

Also one easily shows by induction using the Euler sequence that

H' (D (Op, (1)) =0

for all 2 > 0, so also
Rp.®, (Lo (1)) =0

and 7 (2, (L)) = B (0.2, (1o ))).

There is a natural map

B D (Lo (1)) = D (peLo (1))
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and
Dy (p*io (1)) = Dy (Lo® H® (Lo)")
D, (Lo) ® End (H® (Ly)) .
Now via the trace map we have a canonical splitting
End (H° (Ly)) = C-1® End® (H° (Ly)),
where End® denotes trace-zero endomorphisms. Notice that

D =1 (p*z)n (io (1))) =D, (Lo) ®1® Dy 1 (Lo) ® End® (H° (Lo))

so we have that
96 = OXO

and we have the exact sequence

) 0— Dy, = Dpyy
29
LR (SmL (T @ 1) @ (8™ (Txy) © End® (HO (L)) = 0

1s exact.

3.5 Extendable linear systems

Suppose now that the assumptions of 3.4 and Lemma, 3.2 continue to
hold and that, for some line bundle extension

L/Xp

of LU/X(),
7 (L)

is locally free over A. Let

S
Let
Dy C Py x Xy,
D C PAXAXﬁ



PETRI’S CONJECTURE AT THE GENERAL CURVE

be the incidence divisors for the respective linear systems. The sec-
tion fy of Lo (1) defined in (27) has divisor Dy. For each holomorphic

trivialization

T :Pan — Py x A,
(30) ' A 0
T :0p,(—1) = Op, (—1) x A,

let
Fr - P(f)’ (—1)) —>1P><E(\)/(—1)) x A,
Fr : LV(-1) =Ly (-1)xA
be the trivializations induced by T' and the trivializations
Fg : Xg— XoxA,
Fz @ LY = Ly xA
defined in Lemma 3.2. We denote the infinitesimal automorphism of
LY (-1) x A = (p*Ly ® v*Op, (—1)) x A

induced by 8 on p*Ly and the identity on v*Op, (—1) as

Br.
If we change T in (30) to 7", then
(31) e o = ¢ lor (T’ o T71>* :
Next, since
Fr (D) - (Po x {zo})
is a hyperplane for each zy € Xy by basepoint-freeness, we can build a
C*>°-diffeomorphism
(I)T:(IPUXXU)XA—)(IPUXXU)XA
such that
q)T (FT (D)) = DO X A,
and such that the diagram

Pa xa Xg "I (B x Xg) x A

l {
X5 Lo, Xo x A

169
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is commutative, where the vertical maps are the standard projections
and such that the restriction of ®7 o Fr to each fiber of the left-hand
projection is a linear automorphism of projective spaces. Further we
can suppose that @7 is holomorphic over Fj LUy x A). Let

Gr = &1 o Frp.
Then, by Lemma 3.1iii), there is a Gp-compatible trivialization
Gp=®poFp: LY (-1) = L (-1) x A

such that o

f=/fooG
is a holomorphic section of L (1) with divisor D. Since the restriction
of &7 to fibers of p are assumed to be a holomorphic automorphism of

O (—1) on the corresponding projective spaces, the infinitesimal auto-
morphism of Lj (—1) X A is given by

i € p~t A, (ot (2) V) @ ClH).
Thus, by Lemma 2.9,
(32) [5, e Tir o e*L?T} (fo) =0.
Notice that, if
et Op, (1) x A = Op, (=1) x A

is any holomorphic automorphism, we also have
(34) [5, edoe Fir o e_LﬁT] (fg) = 0.
Next, using (29) and (34), we need to analyze the elements

[5, etoe liro e_LﬁT] € Zn>0 "' (o))"

= 0 H1 (Qn (Lo)) ® End (HO (LO)) m

Applying this element to p, fo, by (34) we obtain that
D [5, eAoe lir o e_L&T} (P*fO)

(35) 0 1
=0¢ Zn>0 Hom (H® (Lo) , H" (L)) t".
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Theorem 3.3. Suppose that all assumptions of 3.83-3.5, in particu-
lar, the hypotheses of Lemma 3.2, hold. Suppose further that, by varying
of B in 3.3 in such a way that all these assumptions continue to hold,
the coefficients to t"*1 in all expressions

[0, 7]
generate H (S™"*1 (Tx,)) for each n > 0. (For ezample we allow the

divisor Ay to move.) Then the maps

Hom (H° (Ly), H' (Lo))

image "

Iun-l-l . Hl (Sn+1TX0) —
are zero for all n > 0.

Proof. Let
P [5, edoe or o e‘LWT}
n

denote the coefficient of t™. Notice that the operators in e? and e~ 14t
are 0-th order operators so that, referring to (29), there is an element

o) € 8" (Tx,) ® End® (H° (Ly))

symbol ((p* [5, e Lor o e_LWT])n_H)

is given by a formula

such that

36) (9B @1)®0oe S (Tx,) ® (5™ (Tx,) ® End’ (H° (Ly))) ,
where _
p= Zj>0 Bit’.

Let
Ay € End® (H° (Ly))

be such that .
e =14 Ajt4....

Then
(37)

symbol <,0* [5, eAoe Lir o e_LﬁT} — ps [5, e Lir o e_L’YT] )
n+1 n+1

=0+ (087 ® 41).

171



172 HERB CLEMENS

Using (36) and (37) and the hypothesis that the elements
gﬁiﬂrl

generate
H' (8" Tx,),

by varying 8 and A; we have that the elements

symbol (p* [5, e oe Lir o e_L’~YT:| )
n+1

generate
S (Tx,) & (S™ (Tx,) ® End® (H° (Ly)))

for each n > 0.
Thus, by (29) and (34), the map 7" *! given by

H! (53n+1 <E0(1)>) - Ijr;cgjeo((ﬁlz))

D~ D)
is zero for all n > 0. Moreover, in particular the image of
1 T 1(71 n
H' (D01 (Lo (1)) = > H" (Lo (1) ¢
lies inside the image of the map
(38) Y JH' Oepx)t" o > H(Lo()
a = « (fg) .
But, under the identifications in 3.4,
Px (f())
is the tautological map
H°(Ly) ® Ox, — Ly.
So applying p. (38) becomes

Zn>0 Hl (OXO) t" Zn>0 Hom. (HO (LO) 7H1 (LU)) t".
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Since
P [5, e_LBT} = [5, eiLB} ®1,

we conclude that the map
— 7.
0.e "3 @H (Lo) > 3 Hom (H" (Lo), H' (Ly)) "

takes values in the image of (38). So finally the hypothesis that the
elements

opytt
generate H' (S"*! (Tx,)) gives the theorem. q.e.d.

4. Brill-Noether theory

In this last section we give a simple application of Theorem 3.3 to
Brill-Noether theory. From now on we assume that Xy is a generic
compact Riemann surface Cy. We choose

Ag = A{zo}
in §2-3 where z( is a general point of Cy, and let
Cg/A

denote the family of Schiffer-type deformation associated to some vector

field _
_ "y
B=2_ it

where each (3; is meromorphic with poles in some neighborhood Uy of
xg. Since (Y is generic, there exists a line-bundle deformation

L/Cp
such that
H® (L) — HY (L)
is surjective. We wish to apply Theorem 3.3 to conclude that the maps
p" 1 are all zero for n > 0.

Lemma 4.1. Let 31 range over all vector fields such that the Kodaira-
Spencer class

b
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generates the kernel of the map

Hl (TCO) — Hl (TCO (xO)) .

3 (47)

generate the kernel of the map

Then the elements

H (s’f“:rco) ~ H! (S"“’ITCO ((k + 1) $0)> .

Proof. Let z be a local analytic coordinate for Cj centered on xj.
We trivialize our Schiffer-type variation of Cy so that

_ro
202

A

where p is a C°°-function on Cj such that
i) p is supported on an arbitrarily small neighborhood of z,
ii) in a smaller neighborhood Uy of z,

a_
p:71—|—a0+...+akzk.

()" (2)

represents the symbol of [5, L]EIH}. By varying the choice of the a; in

So

the definition of p we can therefore obtain symbols which generate the
image of
SETe, ((k+ 1) 20)
Sk-i—lTCO

in H' (S*'T¢,)) . qed.

Now if xy varies over a dense subset of C, the elements of kernel of
H' (85170, ) — H' (¥, (w0) )

generate H' (S*T1T¢,). So we conclude by Theorem 3.3:
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Theorem 4.2. If Cy is a curve of general moduli and H° (L) is
basepoint-free, the mapping

Hom (H° (L) ,H' (Lo))

> op < image ik’

ukrl . g (Sk+1TCO> N

given in 3.1 must be the zero map for k > 0.

To see that Petri’s conjecture follows from Theorem 4.2, we reason
as in §9 of [2]. Namely we consider the dual mappings

k2 ker iy — H° (w(@jl>
(inductively defined beginning with the zero map
po1 = H® (Lo) ® H® (we, ® Ly ) = {0}).
Petri’s conjecture asserts that, for our Cy of general moduli, the mapping
o : H (Lg) ® H® (wey ® Ly ) — H® (we,),

which is of course simply the multiplication map, is injective. To see
that this follows from Theorem 4.2, let {s;} denote a basis for H? (Lg).

Suppose now that
4o (Z 5 ® ti) = 0.

Z(dsi)ti € H° (UJ%O)
is well-defined, giving the mapping 1, etc. Since, by Theorem 4.2,
successive maps pu are the zero map we have, for any local trivialization
of Ly and local coordinate z near a general point zy on Cp, the local
system of (pointwise) equations

Then the element

dks;
zi:tz- (w0) —— (0) =0
for all k, which is clearly impossible unless all the t; (xy) are zero.
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